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had grown.   Yet it was only five years before that we
used to welcome an order for even a single machine !
Then, as regards the staff.    Prior to the War the
total number employed was a mere handful of men.
When I left the firm in 1928 we were employing close
on five thousand.    Now, with the Government's re-
armament programme, great extensions have taken
place and  more than  twelve  thousand  people are
working for the firm of A. V. Roe & Company, Ltd.
It was in 1928 that I sold out my interests in my
original firm.    The business  then  came  under the
control of Sir W. G. Armstrong-Whitworth Aircraft,
Ltd., the head of which was Sir John Siddeley, now
Lord Kenilworth.    In 1936 the Armstrong-Siddeley
Development  Corporation  and   all  its  subsidiaries,
whicrl included A. V. Roe & Co., Ltd., was absorbed
by the still greater Hawker-Siddeley Aircraft Co., Ltd.,
and this group is one of the largest in the British air-
craft industry.   It includes in addition to the ' Avro'
firm,   Armstrong   Whitworth   Aircraft,    Armstrong
Siddeley Motors, the Gloster Aircraft Co., Ltd., the
Hawker Company, and Air Service, Ltd., along with
many   other  subsidiary   concerns.     But   the   whole
business is thoroughly well-run and is a very important
factor in our re-armament programme.

Mr. T. O. M. Sopwith is chairman of the company,
and Fred Sigrist, another of the original pioneers at
Brooklands, is another of the directors.

I would like to bring forward here a matter which is
of considerable financial concern to inventors and the
original builders of businesses. I feel that when
companies are formed that in the Articles of Association
it should be laid down that the original ' begetter'
should be entitled to a very small fraction of the
profits during their lifetime. Thus any company or
syndicate buying such a firm would be under a small
obligation to the original creator of the business